Unit 8 Notes:  Biomes

A biome is ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Biome
	Location
	Climate
	Soil
	Plants
	Animals

	
	· Upper N. hemisphere
· Mid to high latitudes
	· Very cold winters
· 50 cm precip. yearly
	· Acidic
· Lacks minerals

· Lots of pine and spruce tree needles on top
	· Spruce, fir, pine, and other evergreen trees
	· Rodents, snowshoe hares, lynx, sables, ermine, caribou, bears, wolves, and birds (in summer)

	
	· Mid latitudes
	· Mild summers
· Cold winters

· 76-127 cm of precip. yearly
	· Rich topsoil over clay
	· Forests of trees that lose all leaves every year (ex:  oaks, beeches, hickories, maples)
	· Wolves, deer, bears, many types of small mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles, and insects

	
	· Near equator
	· Hot and humid year-round
· Abundant rainfall (200-400 cm yearly)
	· Lacks nutrients
	· Greatest variety
· High density

· Vines, orchids, ferns, and  trees
	· Greatest variety
· High density

· Insects, reptiles, birds, small & large mammals, elephants, and monkeys

	
	· Mid latitudes and/or near equator
	· Little precip. (less than 25 cm)
· Very hot days and cold nights
	· Sandy/rocky
· Lacks humus (from decay)

· Rich in minerals
	· Very few in number and type
· Cacti, yuccas, bunch grasses, shrubs
	· Rodents, snakes, lizards, tortoises, insects, and some birds
· African—also camels, gazelles, & antelopes 

	
	· High (far north) latitudes
	· Very cold, harsh, & long winters
· Short, cool summers
· <25 cm precip.
	· Frozen even in summer (permafrost)
· Little humus or minerals
	· Grasses, wildflowers, mosses, & small shrubs
	· Musk oxen, migrating caribou, artic foxes, weasels, snowshoe hares, owls, hawks, rodents, & polar bears

	
	· Mid latitudes
· Interiors of continents
	· Cool winters
· Hot summers

· 25-72 cm of precip.
	· Rich in humus and minerals
	· Mostly grasses with some small shrubs and few trees (near water only)
	· American—prairie dogs, foxes, small mammals, snakes, insects, & birds
· African—Elephants, lions, zebras, & giraffes


